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Chapter 1 Profile 

Introduction 
Turkey was the center of the multi-ethnic Ottoman Empire that 
ruled the Muslim world for six centuries. After World War I, it 
became a republic in which state-sponsored secularism denied 
religion a role in public life. When an Islamist government was 
elected in 2002, the Turkish administration was forced to grapple 
with balancing the rights of religious conservatives against 
secularists. A member of NATO since 1952, Turkey is slated to be 
the first Muslim country to enter the European Union (EU).  
 
Facts and Figures1 
 
Area: slightly larger than Texas 
total: 780,580 sq km (301,383 sq mi) 
land: 770,760 sq km (297,592 sq mi) 
water: 9,820 sq km (3,791 sq mi) 
 
Bordering countries:  
Bulgaria 240 km (149 mi), Greece 206 km (128 mi), Georgia 252 km (156.5 mi), 
Armenia 268 km (166.5 mi), Azerbaijan 9 km (5.6 mi), Iran 499 km (310 mi), Iraq 352 
km (218.7 mi) and Syria 822 km (510.7 mi) 
 
Coastline:  
Turkey is bounded by the Mediterranean 1,577 km (980 mi), Aegean 2,805 km (1,743 
mi), and Black Sea 1,695 km (1,053 mi), and bisected by the Marmara 927 km (576 mi), 
which divides Europe from Asia. 
 
Nationality: 
noun: Turk(s)  
adjective: Turkish 
 
Ethnic groups: Turkish 80%, Kurdish 20% (estimated) 
 
Religions: Muslim 99.8% (mostly Sunni), other 0.2% (mostly Christians and Jews) 
 
Language: 
Turkish (official), Kurdish, Dimli (or Zaza), Azeri, Kabardian  
note: There is also a substantial Gagauz population in the European part of Turkey. 
 

                                                 
1 All statistics in this section are taken from the CIA World Factbook and are 2007 estimates unless 
otherwise noted. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html 
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Population: 71,158,647 (July 2007 est.) 
 
Age structure: 
0–14 years: 24.9% (male 9,034,731/female 
8,703,624)  
15–64 years: 68.1% (male 24,627,270/female 
23,857,507)  
65 years and over: 6.9% (male 2,253,383/female 
2,682,132)  
 
Life expectancy at birth: 
total population: 72.88 years  
male: 70.43 years  
female: 75.46 years  
 
Total fertility rate: 1.89 children born/woman  
 
Literacy: 
definition: age 15 and over can read and write  
total population: 87.4%  
male: 95.3%  
female: 79.6% (2004 est.) 
 
Country name:  
conventional long form: Republic of Turkey  
conventional short form: Turkey  
local long form: Turkiye Cumhuriyeti  
local short form: Turkiye 
 
Government: republican parliamentary democracy 
 
Capital: Ankara 
 
Administrative: 
81 provinces (iller, singular - ili); Adana, Adiyaman, Afyonkarahisar, Agri, Aksaray, 
Amasya, Ankara, Antalya, Ardahan, Artvin, Aydin, Balikesir, Bartin, Batman, Bayburt, 
Bilecik, Bingol, Bitlis, Bolu, Burdur, Bursa, Canakkale, Cankiri, Corum, Denizli, 
Diyarbakir, Duzce, Edirne, Elazig, Erzincan, Erzurum, Eskisehir, Gaziantep, Giresun, 
Gumushane, Hakkari, Hatay, Icel (Mersin), Igdir, Isparta, Istanbul, Izmir (Smyrna), 
Kahramanmaras, Karabuk, Karaman, Kars, Kastamonu, Kayseri, Kilis, Kirikkale, 
Kirklareli, Kirsehir, Kocaeli, Konya, Kutahya, Malatya, Manisa, Mardin, Mugla, Mus, 
Nevsehir, Nigde, Ordu, Osmaniye, Rize, Sakarya, Samsun, Sanliurfa, Siirt, Sinop, Sirnak, 
Sivas, Tekirdag, Tokat, Trabzon (Trebizond), Tunceli, Usak, Van, Yalova, Yozgat, 
Zonguldak 
 
National Independence Day: Republic Day, 29 October 1923 
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Legal system: 
The legal system is a civil law system derived from various European continental legal 
systems.  
Note: Turkey is a member of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), although 
Turkey claims limited derogations on the ratified European Convention on Human 
Rights. They have not accepted compulsory ICJ jurisdiction. 
 
 
Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal 
 
 
Executive branch: 
chief of state: President Abdullah GUL (since 28 
August 2007)  
head of government: Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
ERDOGAN (since 14 March 2003); Deputy Prime 
Minister Cemil CICEK (since 29 August 2007); 
Deputy Prime Minister Hayati YAZICI (since 29 
August 2007); Deputy Prime Minister Nazim EKREN 
(since 29 August 2007)  
cabinet: The cabinet consists of a Council of Ministers appointed by the president on the 
nomination of the prime minister.  
elections: The president is elected by the National Assembly for a maximum of two five-
year terms. The prime minister is appointed by the president from among members of 
parliament.  
election results: Abdullah GUL received 339 votes in the third round of voting on 28 
August 2007, after failing to garner the two-thirds vote required by law in the first two 
rounds.  
note: The president-elect must have a two-thirds majority of the National Assembly on 
the first two ballots and a simple majority on the third ballot. 
 
 
Legislative branch: 
unicameral Grand National Assembly of Turkey or Turkiye Buyuk Millet Meclisi (550 
seats; members are elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms)  
elections: last held on 22 July 2007 (next to be held on November 2012)  
election results: percent of vote by party - AKP 46.7%, CHP 20.8%, MHP 14.3%, 
independents 5.2%, and other 13.0%; seats by party - AKP 341, CHP 112, MHP 71, 
independents 26; note - seats by party as of 17 December 2007 - AKP 340, CHP 87, 
MHP 70, DTP 20, DSP 13, independents 6, other 12, vacant 2 (DTP entered parliament 
as independents; DSP entered parliament on CHP's party list); only parties surpassing the 
10% threshold are entitled to parliamentary seats 
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Judicial branch: 
Constitutional Court; High Court of Appeals 
(Yargitay); Council of State (Danistay); Court of 
Accounts (Sayistay); Military High Court of Appeals; 
Military High Administrative Court 
 
Political parties and leaders: 
Anavatan Partisi (Motherland Party) or Anavatan 
[Erkan MUMCU]; Democratic Left Party or DSP 
[Mehmet Zeki SEZER]; Democratic Society Party or 
DTP [Nurettin DEMIRTAS]; Felicity Party or SP [Recai KUTAN] (sometimes translated 
as Contentment Party); Justice and Development Party or AKP [Recep Tayyip 
ERDOGAN]; Nationalist Action Party or MHP [Devlet BAHCELI] (sometimes 
translated as Nationalist Movement Party); People's Rise Party (Halkin Yukselisi Partisi) 
or HYP [Yasar Nuri OZTURK]; Republican People's Party or CHP [Deniz BAYKAL]; 
Social Democratic People's Party or SHP [Murat KARAYALCIN]; True Path Party or 
DYP [Mehmet AGAR] (sometimes translated as Correct Way Party); Young Party or GP 
[Cem Cengiz UZAN]  
note: The parties listed above are some of the more significant of the 49 parties that 
Turkey had on 1 December 2004. 
 
International organizations: 
Asian Development Bank (ADB), Australia Group, Bank for International Settlements 
(BIS), Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), Council of Europe (CE), European 
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC), 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO), European Union (EU) (applicant), Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO), International Code Council (ICC), International Committee for Radionuclide 
Metrology (ICRM), International Development Association (IDA), Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), International Energy Agency (IEA), International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), International Finance Corporation (IFC), International 
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRCS), International Hydrographic 
Organization (IHO), International Labor Organization (ILO), International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), International Maritime Organization (IMO), International Mobile Satellite 
Organization (IMSO), Interpol, International Olympic Committee (IOC), International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO), International Telecommunications Satellite 
Organization (ITSO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), International Trade 
Union Confederation (ITUC), Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA), Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG), Organization of American States (OAS), Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Organization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), 
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Southeast Europe Cooperation Initiative (SECI), United Nations (UN), United Nations 
Commission for Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations High Commissioner on 
Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), 
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), United Nations Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS), United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI), United Nations Observer 
Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG), United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Universal Postal Union (UPU), 
World Customs Organization (WCO), Western European Union (WEU), World 
Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), World Health Organization (WHO), World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
WTO World Trade Organization (WTO), Zangger Committee (ZC) 
 
Diplomatic representation from the U.S.: 
chief of mission: Ambassador Ross WILSON  
embassy: 110 Ataturk Boulevard, Kavaklidere, 06100 Ankara  
mailing address: PSC 93, Box 5000, APO AE 09823  
telephone: [90] (312) 455-5555  
FAX: [90] (312) 467-0019  
consulate(s) general: Istanbul  
consulate(s): Adana; note - there is a Consular Agent in Izmir 
 
GDP by composition sector: 
agriculture: 8.9%  
industry: 30.8%  
services: 59.3%  
 
Labor force: 
25.27 million  
note: About 1.2 million Turks work abroad.  
 
Labor force by occupation: 
agriculture: 35.9%  
industry: 22.8%  
services: 41.2% (3rd quarter, 2004) 
 
Unemployment rate: 9.7% plus underemployment of 4%  
 
Population below the poverty level: 20% (2002) 
 
Public debt: 58.2% of GDP  
 
Agriculture products: tobacco, cotton, grain, olives, sugar beets, pulse, citrus; livestock 
 
Industries: textiles, food processing, autos, electronics, mining (coal, chromite, copper, 
boron), steel, petroleum, construction, lumber, paper 
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Land use: 
arable land: 29.81%  
permanent crops: 3.39%  
other: 66.8% (2005)   
 
Telephone landline: 18.978 million (2005) 
 
Telephone cellular/mobile: 52.663 million (2006) 
 
Internet hosts: 217,887 (2007) 
 
Internet users: 12.284 million (2006) 
 
Airports: 117 (2007) 
 
Military branches:    
Turkish Armed Forces (TSK): Turkish Land Forces (Turk Kara Kuvvetleri, TKK), 
Turkish Naval Forces (Turk Deniz Kuvvetleri, TDK; includes naval air and naval 
infantry), Turkish Air Force (Turk Hava Kuvvetleri, THK) (2008)   
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Chapter 2 Geography 

Introduction 
Turkey is located at the nexus of Asia and Europe. 
The two continents are separated by the Marmara Sea 
and the Turkish Straits—the Bosporus and the 
Dardanelles.2 A small part, Turkish Thrace, falls 
within Europe. The rest of the country, Anatolia (Asia 
Minor), lies within continental Asia. Turkey is 
bounded by seas with substantial variation in salinity 
levels. This is reflected in the diverse forms of aquatic 
life that inhabit them, from seaweeds to fish and 
marine mammals such as dolphins.3 The topography is equally varied, ranging from 
snow-capped mountains to sandy beaches.  

Geographical Divisions 
Turkey is divided into seven geographical regions.4 These divisions were agreed to after 
lengthy discussions among experts at the first Geography Congress held in Ankara in 
June 1941.5 The regions are divided in accordance with the distinct geography and 
climatic conditions of the areas. Four are named for the bodies of water which they 
border: the Aegean Region, the Black Sea Region, the Marmara Region, and the 
Mediterranean Region. The three interior regions are named to reflect their geographical 
location in Anatolia – the Central, Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia Regions.  
 
The Black Sea Region is the most inaccessible, with the exception of a few spots, owing 
to mountain ranges that run parallel to the coast. They rise to elevations of 1,525–1,800 m 
(5,003–5,905 ft) in the west and 3,000–4,000 m (9,842–13,123 ft) in the east, forming a 
continuous geographical barrier separating the coast from the interior. The coastline is 
craggy and densely wooded. The coastal strip is suitable for cash-crop agriculture and is 
planted with hazelnut trees, cherry groves, and tea plants.  
 
Marmara means “marble” in Turkish and Arabic and the name refers to the marble 
quarries along the coast. Including all of Thrace, the Marmara is dominated by rolling 
plateaus, making it suitable for agriculture. Although it is the smallest region, it has the 
highest population density.  
 
The Aegean Region is characterized by a Mediterranean climate of mild, wet winters and 
long, dry summers. About half of Turkey’s best farmland is here, nestled in broad valleys 
such as the Plains of Troy. It is a region of tobacco and cotton cultivation, and it is the 
location of Turkey’s textile industry. The Mediterranean Region, located in southern 

                                                 
2 Columbia University. “Turkey at a Glance.” No date. http://www.columbia.edu/~sss31/Turkiye/geo.html 
3 All About Turkey. “Seas of Turkey.” No date. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/sea.htm 
4 Federal Research Division, U.S. Library of Congress. “Turkey: Landform Regions.” 1995. 
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/21.htm 
5 All About Turkey. “Regions of Turkey.” No date. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/regions.htm 
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Turkey, includes the Western and Central Taurus Mountains, which rise up dramatically 
behind the coastline. The weather, along with the beaches, has made it the center of 
Turkey’s tourism industry.  
 
The Central Anatolian Region is in the middle of the 
country. Dominated by a plateau, it is less 
mountainous than the other regions. The Southeastern 
Anatolian Region is semi-arid with a landscape that 
exhibits little variation. Rain-fed agriculture is most 
common, with wheat being the principal crop. 
Irrigated cultivation is possible only close to rivers. 
Mount Ararat, the highest point in Turkey at 5,166 m 
(16,950 ft), is located in Eastern Anatolia, the largest 
region, which includes the Eastern Highlands. The average elevation exceeds 3,000 m 
(9,842 ft). The Eastern Highlands are dominated by the part of Turkey known as 
Kurdistan.  

Climate 
As a country, Turkey experiences all four seasons, but not all regions do. As a general 
rule, weather patterns on the coasts are different from those in the interior. The coastlines 
of the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas experience temperate, rainy winters, with annual 
precipitation varying from 580–1,300 mm (22–51 in), depending on location. Summers 
are typically hot and moderately dry. The coastal areas around the Sea of Marmara have a 
more moderate climate, with temperatures ranging between 4°C (39°F) and 27°C (80°F) 
during the summer and dropping below 0°C (32°F) in the winter. Within Turkey, the 
Black Sea coast is the only region that receives rainfall year round. As such, it receives 
the greatest amount of rainfall, averaging 1,400 mm (55 in) annually. The annual 
temperatures in this area range from 23°C (73°F) in the summer down to 7°C (46°F) in 
the winter. 
 
Mountains that hug the coastline act as a barrier to Mediterranean influences extending 
inland. As a result, the interior of Turkey enjoys a continental climate with distinct 
seasons. The Anatolian Plateau is subject to greater extremes in temperature and weather 
than the coastal areas. Winters are particularly harsh, with temperatures falling as low as -
30°C (-22°F) to -40°C (-40°F) in the eastern mountainous areas although the average is -
2°C (28°F). The ground may be covered with snow for 120 days of the year. Western 
Anatolia has a milder Mediterranean climate with average temperatures of 9°C (48°F) in 
winter and 29°C (84°F) in summer. Although the actual amount of rainfall depends on 
the elevation, annual precipitation averages around 400 mm (15 in). The Konya and the 
Malatya Plateaus are the driest parts of Turkey. May is the wettest month, adding to an 
annual rainfall of typically less than 300 mm (12 in). July and August, on the other hand, 
are the driest.  
 
The most inhospitable climate can be found in the Anti-Taurus Mountain region in 
eastern Turkey. Summers are uncomfortably hot and very dry, while winters are 
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extremely cold with frequent, heavy snowfall. Snowstorms can isolate villages for several 
days. Although spring and fall are generally mild, hot and cold spells are common.6  
 

Major Cities 

Istanbul 
Istanbul is the only city in the world built on two continents, extending into both Asia and 
Europe.7 The city, with a population of 11.9 million people, is bisected by the Straits of 
Bosporus and is located in the Istanbul province. The legacy of its past as the capital of 
three successive empires (Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman) has been well preserved. 
However, the capital of modern Turkey was moved to Ankara after the Republic was 
founded in 1923. Istanbul has continued to thrive as a cultural and industrial center which 
attracts a steady stream of migrants from the countryside. Approximately 65% of these 
migrants live in squatter settlements or housing literally “built in the night” 
(gecekondu).8, 9  

Ankara 
Humans have inhabited the site upon which Ankara 
has been built since the Stone Age.10 Today, it is 
home to 4.4 million people. Ankara occupies a 
strategic spot on the East–West corridor across the 
Anatolian steppe. After being designated Turkey’s 
capital in 1923, a new administrative center has been 
built alongside the older, traditional city. The 
mausoleum of Atatürk, founder of the Republic, 
dominates the modern part of the city. In this part of 
the city, large boulevards, shops and newer construction can be found. The other older 
part of the city, with narrow winding streets, is constructed around the ruins of a citadel.11   

Izmir 
Izmir, known as Smyrna throughout much of history, is Turkey’s third-largest city and a 
major manufacturing center. It houses a population of 3.7 million. The gateway to the 
Aegean region, Izmir is situated on a gulf that has some of the best anchor points along 
the Black Sea. As a result, it evolved from a commercial port into an urban center. Today 

                                                 
6 Country Studies. U.S. Library of Congress. “Turkey: Climate.” 1995. 
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/22.htm 
7 Massachusetts Institute of Technology. “Istanbul.” No date. 
http://web.mit.edu/space/www/kip_antalya/istanbul.htm 
8 Urban Action, San Francisco State University. Hoffman, Friederike. “Istanbul: Living Together 
Separately [p. 2].” 2007. http://bss.sfsu.edu/urbanaction/ua2007/articlesPDF/istanbul.pdf 
9 University of California, Berkeley. Açkay, Eylem (Boğaziçi University). “The End and the Beginning of 
Politics: The Case of Istanbul [p. 4]” (paper presented at “Thinking the Present: The Beginnings and Ends 
of Political Theory” conference, University of California, Berkeley). 27 May 2005. 
http://criticalsense.berkeley.edu/akcay.pdf 
10 University of Pennsylvania, American Research Institute in Turkey. Cross, Toni and Gary Leiser. “A 
Brief History of Turkey.” No date. http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT/AnkaraHistory.htm 
11 Galen Frysinger. “Ankara.” No date. http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ankara_turkey.htm 
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its cafe-lined streets endow Izmir with a Mediterranean ambience. Along with its close 
proximity to ancient archeological sites, its historically secular orientation makes it an 
attractive locale for academic exchange programs.12  

Bursa 
Bursa, a city of 2.4 million people, is nestled in the foothills of the Uludag Mountains, 
where Turkey’s best-known winter sports resort is located. Bridges span the ravines that 
divide the city and connect the old to the new.13 As the first capital of the Ottoman 
Empire, Bursa is home to numerous historical monuments.14 No city in Turkey can claim 
a larger number of mosques and tombs. These sites reflect a diversity of architectural 
influences including Byzantine, Persian and Arab.  

Adana 
Humans have inhabited the area of Adana since the Paleolithic era. Throughout history, it 
has been known by many names. The northern part of Adana is surrounded by the Seyhan 
Reservoir. This reservoir is used to generate electricity and to irrigate the lower part of 
the Çukurova Plain. Located just south of the city, it is one of the most agriculturally 
productive areas in the country.15 Canals pass through the metropolitan area, which has a 
population of 2 million, to transport the water. Adana’s economy is largely based on 
agriculture.16 

Lakes 

Lake Van 
Situated in the Eastern Anatolian region, Turkey’s 
largest natural lake has an area of 3,713 sq km (1,485 
sq mi), approximately equivalent to the size of Rhode 
Island.17, 18 Set in a basin surrounded by lava-covered 
plateaus, its source is mountain streams and the only 
outlet is evaporation. This, in addition to irrigation 
runoff, has resulted in salt and mineral sediment 
build-up so extreme only one species of fish 
(Chalcalburnus tarichi) can survive here.19 

                                                 
12 University of Wisconsin, Madison. “International Academic Program, Izmir Turkey.” 19 May 2008. 
http://www.studyabroad.wisc.edu/europe/turkey_izmir.asp 
13 Galen Frysinger. “Ankara.” No date. http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ankara_turkey.htm 
14 All About Turkey. “Bursa.” c.1996–2008. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/bursa.htm 
15 Incirlik Air Force Base. “Adana, Turkey.” No date. 
http://www.incirlik.af.mil/library/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=5472 
16 All population figures current as of 1 July 2007. City Population. “Republic of Turkey.” 30 May 2007. 
http://www.citypopulation.de/Turkey.html 
17 All About Turkey. “Van Lake.” c.1996–2008. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/vanlake.htm 
18 Turkey in Pictures. DiPiazza, Francesca and Sam Schultz. “The Land [p. 12].” 2005. 21st Century 
Books. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=nWdCQJmziBgC&pg=PA12&lpg=PA12&dq=eastern+highlands+easte
rn+anatolia&source=web&ots=UYerDbGuoN&sig=_G02tU-X6_bzTeAafslZj-dseL4&hl=en#PPA12,M1 
19 NASA Visible Earth. “Lake Van (Turkey) and Lake Urmia (Iran).” 08 June 2006. 
http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/view_rec.php?id=6877 
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Lake Tuzgolu 
Tuzgolu (Salt Lake) is the second-largest lake in Turkey located in Central Anatolia. It is 
shallow, with a depth of only 1 m (3 ft). There is no boat service across its 1,500 sq km 
(600 sq mi) surface. Salt extracted from this lake is sold in local markets, which adds to 
the economy of the surrounding area. With no outlet and only a few streams feeding it, 
the salinity of Tuzgolu is 32.4%.20  

Lake Beysehir 
Also known as Kireli Golu, Lake Beysehir is the largest freshwater lake and reservoir in 
Turkey. It is teeming with aquatic life and is the most important source of water for 
consumption and irrigation in Central Anatolia. 

Rivers 
The headwaters of three major rivers are in the Anti-
Taurus Mountains. The longest river is the Firat 
(Euphrates). It travels 1,263 km (785 mi) and, along 
with the Dicle (Tigris), flows through southeastern 
Turkey. The two rivers merge in Iraq before emptying 
into the Persian Gulf. Owing to its remote path 
through mountainous terrain, the Dicle has been the 
last major river system in Turkey to be developed. 
Only the lower parts are used for irrigation.21  
 
In central Turkey, the Kizilirmak traverses 1,182 km (734 mi) making it the longest river 
in the country. It originates in Turkey and flows within its borders before emptying into 
the Black Sea.22 The Yesilirmak in the Central Region and the Sakarya in the northwest 
are the other major rivers that flow into the Black Sea. The east-flowing Aras marks 
Turkey’s border with Armenia.  

Wildlife 
Towards the end of the Quaternary Era, when the earth’s continents assumed their current 
configuration, the planet experienced four ice ages. During the cold periods, the glaciers 
expanded. Animals moved southward to seek warmer living environments, such as the 
Anatolian Peninsula. Migration was a strategy that enabled them to survive periods of 
glaciation. The end of the ice ages prompted some to move back to their former habitats. 
Others adapted to life in their new homelands. This explains why Turkey’s wildlife 
includes species of northern origin.23 
 
                                                 
20 All About Turkey. “Tuz Lake.” c.1996–2008. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/tuzlake.htm 
21 American University, ICE Case Studies. “Tigris-Euphrates River Dispute.” November 1997. 
http://american.edu/TED/ice/tigris.htm 
22 All About Turkey: Geography, Economy, Politics, Religion, and Culture. Ergener, Rashid. “Geography 
[p. 8].” 2002. Pilgrim Press. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=bfmU0hyp8mcC&pg=PA8&lpg=PA8&dq=major+rivers+turkey&sourc
e=web&ots=DR8n9jStJh&sig=OUzA7l8T5p3F9a5toTMujpb1sGs&hl=en#PPA8,M1 
23 Country of Turkey. “Turkey’s Physical Geography.” No date. 
http://www.countryofturkey.com/all_about/cografya.htm 
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Centuries of human habitation have caused many species to become extinct, losing out in 
the competition for living space. Lions and tigers disappeared from the Turkish landscape 
during the 19th century and the 1970s, respectively. Anatolian leopards, though near 
extinction, are believed to remain in small numbers. Used in gladiator battles by the 
Romans, Anatolian leopards were a popular subject for murals and sculptures in ancient 
times, reflecting their importance to the people who lived in those times.24 Other animals 
found in Turkey include the monk seal, bottlenose dolphin, wolves, and brown bears, as 
well as numerous birds, both migratory and endemic.  

Natural Hazards 
The friction of the Eurasian Plate rubbing against the Arabian Plate causes numerous 
earthquakes throughout Turkey.25 Most of Turkey’s mountains are of volcanic origin, 
further making earthquakes likely.26 The threat posed by earthquakes is particularly 
severe in the north extending from the Sea of Marmara to Lake Van. Two earthquakes in 
1999 affected 100,000 sq km (38,610 sq mi) and the welfare of 15 million people.27 In 
addition, landslides and floods, both of which can be exacerbated by human settlement 
and farming practices, pose threats. The province of Trabzon, located in the northeastern 
part of the country near the Black Sea, is an area especially prone to landslides.28  

Environmental Concerns 
An increase in oil tanker traffic in the Bosporus Strait 
is cause for concern about the impact that catastrophic 
oil spills might have in this area.29 In fact, the 
Bosporus is now the world’s busiest maritime 
passageway, with three times the traffic of the Suez 
Canal. Currently, several tankers carrying cargo of 
more than 200,000 tons pass through every hour. This 
poses significant environmental hazards, particularly 
since Istanbul, with a population exceeding that of 
most Western European cities, is bisected by this narrow waterway.30 The country also 
suffers the effects of deforestation and soil erosion due to overgrazing of livestock, which 
in turn intensifies the impact of flooding.  
 

                                                 
24 Big Cat Rescue. Washington Times. Birch, Nicholas. “Anatolian Leopard is Alive.” 25 August 2006. 
http://www.bigcatrescue.org/leopard_anatolian.htm 
25 All About Turkey. “Earthquakes in Turkey.” c.1996–2008. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/deprem.htm 
26 BBC Weather. “Country Guide: Turkey.” 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/world/country_guides/results.shtml?tt=TT004360 
27 World Conference on Disaster Reduction. “Kobe Report Draft [p. 2].” 18–25 January 2005. 
http://www.unisdr.org/wcdr/thematic-sessions/thematic-reports/report-session-4-2.pdf 
28 ESRI GIS and Mapping Software. Reis, Selcuk. “In Trabzon Province, Turkey, Potential Landslide 
Areas Are Detected with GIS.” Summer 2005. http://www.esri.com/news/arcnews/summer05articles/in-
trabzon.html 
29 Geology.com. “Turkey Environmental Issues.” http://geology.com/world/turkey-satellite-image.shtml 
30 Jamestown Foundation, Eurasia Daily Monitor. Daly, John C.K. “EU Missing Opportunity to Use 
Turkey As Reliable Energy Corridor.” 26 March 2007. 
http://www.jamestown.org/publications_details.php?volume_id=420&issue_id=4048&article_id=2372048 
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Chapter 3 History 

Introduction 
Turkey has been described as “a new country in an old land.”31 
Present-day Turks descended from migrating Turkic tribes. These 
tribes likely roamed the Central Asian steppe and ventured through 
the mountains of eastern Turkey in the 6th century B.C.E. Known 
throughout most of history as Anatolia, Turkey was a bridge 
between Europe and Asia, controlled at various times by states and 
empires connected to both civilizations. The Hittite Empire (3000–
2000 B.C.E), based east of Ankara, disintegrated when the Hittites 
were unable to repel the mysterious “Sea People,” possibly 
Achaeans from the Aegean Sea. Ancient Troy, the site of a ten-year 
siege by the Greeks, provided the setting for Homer’s epic, the 
Iliad. Alexander the Great, the warrior of Macedonia, gained 
control of Anatolia in the 4th century B.C.E. He was followed by Romans, whose 
colonies along Turkey’s western coast, Ephesus and Antioch, endured through the 
Christian and Byzantine eras. The rise of the Ottoman Empire in the 15th century C.E. 
introduced a force that was to shape European and Middle Eastern political geography for 
another 500 years.32 

Origins of the Turkish people 
The first historical references to the Turks date back to 220 B.C.E and appear in Chinese 
records. These reports identify nomadic tribes who established an empire extending from 
Mongolia to the Black Sea. They specifically refer to “Huns,” possible ancestors of 
today’s Turks, whose kingdom emerged after Greek civilization and the Roman Empire 
had already peaked. Whether the Huns, who lacked a written language, formed a state or 
were in fact a confederation of nomadic tribes is a matter of dispute.33 It was not until the 
appearance of the Göktürk Kingdom (552–745 C.E.) that a level of administrative 
organization was achieved. Evidence on Turkish tombstone inscriptions dating to that 
period indicates that the Göktürks also developed a written language. Their kingdom 
collapsed because of internal fighting and Chinese encroachment. 

The Seljuk State 
The Oghuz Turks, who had embraced Islam in the 10th century, migrated into Anatolia 
between about 1100 and 1300 C.E. Their ranks included settlers and warrior-raiders, gazi, 
dedicated to expanding the reach of Islam and defending the caliphate, the supreme 

                                                 
31 Federal Research Division, Library of Congress. Country Studies: Turkey. “Historical Setting.” 1995. 
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/2.htm  
32 BBC News (World Edition). “Geologists Investigate Trojan Battlefield.” 7 February 2003. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2736059.stm 
33 Turkey: From Empire to Revolutionary Republic. Aksin, Sina. “Introduction: The Pre-Ottoman Turks [p. 
2].” 2007. New York University Press.  
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religious office for Sunni Muslims.34 The Oghuz gazis, a sub-
group of the Seljuks, could not be persuaded to adapt to the 
administrative confines of the Seljuk state, to which they were 
obligated to pay taxes. Instead, they sought new territory, which 
offered the prospect of riches as well as the opportunity to spread 
Islam. The Seljuks pursued the gazis into Anatolia in order to exert 
authority over them. In 1071, Byzantine forces were routed near 
Lake Van by the Seljuks, opening the way for Turkish control of 
all of Anatolia.35 This location enabled them to control the 
lucrative East–West trade on the Silk Road, and to levy taxes on 
everything that passed through. It also meant they faced enemies 
on all sides from whom they had to protect themselves. By 1300 
their authority was crumbling.36   

The Ottoman Era 

Founding of the Empire 
The origins of the Ottoman Empire lie in a remote part of Anatolia. Osman, the founder, 
was an Oghuz Turk. By 1299, he had established a small state that was engaged in 
continuous battle with other similarly sized states for survival. By 1400, the Ottomans 
had extended their influence through Anatolia and beyond, into Byzantine-controlled 
parts of Eastern Europe. In 1402, they moved their capital to Edirne, across the Bosporus 
in Europe. Yet the Byzantine capital of Constantinople, consisting of present-day Istanbul 
and an island in the Ottoman Sea, resisted conquest, no matter how much surrounding 
territory fell to the Muslims. Constantinople therefore came to represent a prize that 
would put the Ottomans in control of East–West trade. In 1453, Sultan Mehmed, also 
known as the Conqueror, finally captured the outstanding Byzantine jewel and renamed it 
Istanbul. It became the new Ottoman capital, and under sultan rule, one of the wealthiest 
and most cosmopolitan cities of the early-modern era.37  
 
The foundations for the largest empire in Islamic history had been laid. Powerful tribal 
chieftains were replaced by loyal servants to the crown. Religious scholars (ulama) were 
organized under a “Sheikh of Islam.” The borders were expanded significantly under 
Sultan Selim I (1512–1520) and then again under his son, Sultan Suleyman, “The 
Magnificent” (1520–1566). During Suleyman’s reign the empire would achieve its 
greatest territorial size, stretching across Asia and Europe as well as into North Africa.  
 
Ottoman longevity rested, to a great extent, on the legitimacy it held among Muslims. 
The Ottomans created a society which included educational institutions and Islamic 

                                                 
34 State University of New York at Buffalo. “The Last Great Islamic Empire (1500-1800): The Ottoman 
Empire.” No date. http://www.geog.buffalo.edu/~geobl/main/lectures/l20.html 
35 Federal Research Division, Library of Congress. Country Studies: Turkey. “Turkish Origins.” 1995. 
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/5.htm 
36 Washington State University. Hooker, Richard. “The Ottomans Origins.” 6 June 1999. 
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/OTTOMAN/ORIGIN.HTM 
37 Washington State University. Hooker, Richard. “The Ottomans Origins.” 6 June 1999. 
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/OTTOMAN/ORIGIN.HTM 
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courts. Military force was aimed at spreading Islam, defending Shari’a law, and 
protecting the interests of Muslims. Local leaders, usually drawn from socially prominent 
families, had considerable autonomy in day-to-day affairs. In turn, they were required to 
meet their tax obligations to Istanbul, maintain order, and acknowledge the suzerainty of 
the Ottoman court.  

An Empire in Decline 
The Ottomans also had a formidable military that included elite, 
foreign-born infantry troops (janissaries). Yet, their professionalism 
deteriorated over time as they married into communities to which 
they were billeted, and adopted a local perspective. The balance of 
military power also shifted when Europeans attained naval 
superiority in the 16th and 17th centuries. This opened up a western 
front that disrupted Ottoman communication with North Africa and 
caused difficulties in the control of Egypt. 
 
By the 19th century, the Ottomans confronted threats from multiple 
sources: 1) European designs on their territory; 2) uprisings 

orchestrated by Christians in the Balkans; 3) reformist demands from within. As the 
Ottomans cast about for a means to maintain their empire, the doctrine of Ottomanism 
was promoted as a means to secure the loyalty of a diverse population by synthesizing 
Islamic ideas into a Western enlightenment package. It called for loyalty, not to one’s 
sultan or millet (ethno-religious community), but to an Ottoman vatan (homeland) that 
was to supersede all other forms of identification.38  
 
Ultimately Ottomanism did not succeed in achieving its intended objectives of thwarting 
sub-group identity among the Balkan Christian population. While non-Muslims chaffed 
under Ottoman control, Arabs remained committed to maintaining the state. Local 
grievances were something to be addressed within the political order, not grounds for 
breaking away. For most Muslims, membership in the multi-ethnic Muslim order was in 
keeping with their sense of identity. Thus Ottoman authority was broadly accepted 
despite outside efforts to undermine it. 
 
During the 1860s and 1870s, a group of Western-oriented Turkish intellectuals referred to 
as the “Young Ottomans” issued a call for reforms that would create the basis for a strong 
state.39 This included the establishment of an elected parliament and a written 
constitution. When Abdul Hamid II became sultan in 1876, he implemented several key 
elements of the reformist program. Within a year, however, the newly drafted 
constitution was suspended and the empire’s first parliament was dissolved.  
 

                                                 
38 The New Turkish Republic: Turkey as a Pivotal State in the Muslim World. Fuller, Graham. “Chapter 
Two: The Ottoman Era [p. 20].” 2007. Washington: United States Institute of Peace Press.  
39 Separatism: Democracy and Disintegration. Spencer, Metta, Ed. “Chapter Five: Citizenship and the 
Collapse of the State: The Ottoman Case [p. 128].” 1998. Connecticut: Rowman and Littlefield. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=Dz6vDcL8Q90C&pg=PA128&lpg=PA128&dq=young+ottomans&sour
ce=web&ots=pnLvdCuUXQ&sig=oL2hUgFw5K6fCN1g4DSv5miUUhQ&hl=en#PPA128,M1 
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The Turkish Revolution 1908-09 
On 24 July 1908, a bloodless act of regime change established a 
new government led by the “Young Turks,” descendants of the 
Young Ottomans.40 They were described as intellectuals of varying 
ideological stripes, most of whom had military officer backgrounds, 
and who formed the Committee of Unity and Progress (CUP). Their 
objective was to restore a constitutional, parliamentary system by 
overthrowing the absolutist rule of the Ottoman Sultanate. Though 
it proved short-lived, in part owing to Turkish alliance with the 
Germans during World War I, one of its major legacies was a rise in 
nationalism.41 
 
 

The Founding of the Turkish Republic 
The Turkish Republic was founded in 1923 by Mustafa Kemal, called “Atatürk” (Father 
Turk), who evicted the victorious Allies that occupied Turkey after World War I. After a 
distinguished military career, he wanted to establish a secular state capable of holding its 
own against European nation-states.42 To do this, it was necessary to disband the 
traditional religious elite. Accordingly, the ulamas’ extensive land holdings (evkaf) were 
appropriated, destroying their institutional source of economic power. This enabled the 
state to extend control over all aspects of religious institutions and practices, and 
personnel recruitment and advancement.  
 
During his fifteen-year presidency, Atatürk introduced a series of legislative reforms that 
adopted European legal systems and civil codes, replacing both Shari’a and the kanun, or 
Islamic jurisprudence. Friday, the Muslim day of worship and a public holiday, was 
decreed a regular work day.43 The most significant act, however, was the abolishment of 
the caliphate itself. While Atatürk was trying to effect change only in Turkey, the 
decision reverberated throughout the Islamic world.44 It deprived the Muslim world of its 
central office and a leader who had a standing equivalent of that of the Pope for 
Catholics.  
 

                                                 
40 Mount Holyoke College. “The Macedonian Question, 1809-1912.” 1918. 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/boshtml/bos132.htm 
41 American Historical Review. Vol. 108, No. 1, February 2003. “Book Review of Preparation for a 
Revolution: The Young Turks, 1902–1908.” http://www.historycooperative.org/cgi-
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42 U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office. “Country Profiles: Turkey.” 03 April 2008.  
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43 PBS, Frontline. “Portraits of Ordinary Muslims: Turkey.” 2005. 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/muslims/portraits/turkey.html 
44 New York University. Blythe, Beverly. “Ataturk.” 8 December 2000. 
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Atatürk is credited with creating a breach with Turkey’s Islamic 
past.45 He succeeded in establishing a nation-state which drew its 
legitimacy solely from Turkish ethnic nationalism. In doing this, he 
fashioned a new national historical narrative which suggested that 
Turkish history began not with the introduction of Islam, but long 
before. Even the language was reworked; words of Arabic or 
Persian origin were purged and replaced by new words that had 
demonstrably Turkish roots. The Arabic alphabet was replaced with 
Latin script. Within a generation, this had the effect of reorienting 
Turkish society to Western traditions as opposed to Ottoman and 
Muslim traditions practiced in the past.46  
 

Post-Atatürk Governance 
Atatürk was the first leader to secularize an Islamic state and society.47 The success of his 
reforms demonstrated that “revolution by decree” was possible. In implementing these 
sweeping changes he had the full backing of the armed forces.48 The Turkish military 
came to see itself not only as providing for national defense, but as the principal guardian 
of the state’s secular order, as protector from domestic threats and internal subversion. 
 
Atatürk governed through the Republican People’s Party (RPP), which continued to 
dominate Turkish politics after his death in 1938. The Democratic Party (DP), established 
by those who had broken away from the RPP, was formed after World War II.49 Once in 
power, members of the DP began to abandon their political and economic liberalization 
program, which had found favor at the ballot box. Instead, they introduced central 
controls similar to those they had found objectionable under the RPP. By 1960, the 
Democratic-led government had curtailed political liberties, including freedom of speech 
and press. In response, elements of the military moved against the government. Prime 
Minister Adnan Menderes was arrested, subsequently found guilty of violating the 
constitution, and hanged. A new constitution was drafted in 1961 to ensure future 
governments would not be able to subvert the system to aggrandize authority.  
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The Country in Crisis 
The 1970s was a decade of great instability and political upheaval in Turkey. The 
urbanization of a largely agrarian society loosened the social ties that had regulated 
behavior. In addition, triple-digit inflation, industrial production operating at only partial 
capacity, and an inability to meet interest payments on foreign loans in the wake of the 
1973 energy crisis, wreaked havoc on the economy. In response, politicians spouted 
simplistic ideological solutions to complex problems. Political parties functioned more as 
vehicles to create personality cults than as organizations to promote specific policy to 
address deep-seated problems.50 
 
The straw that broke the camel’s back was a mass rally organized by the Islamist 
National Salvation Party (NSP) in which party officials called for the reintroduction of 
Islamic law. By this point in September 1980, there was a well-founded fear the country 
might be plunged into civil war. Referred to as a “state of anarchy,” acts of domestic 
terrorism were perpetuated by both leftist and rightist militants.  
 
Enter the military under Kenan Evren, which dissolved the government and parliament. 
Evren, who was elected president, outlawed political parties and banned their leaders 
from political activity for up to ten years. The parties, however, reappeared under new 
names and established the precedent whereby banned parties are simply reconstituted. To 
prevent a proliferation of parties, the 1982 Constitution stipulated that any party receiving 
less than 10% of the national vote would not be represented in parliament. It also vested 
more power in the president at the expense of parliament.51 

The Reemergence of Islam in Politics 
The near collapse of the economy in the 1970s forced 
Turkey to drop its import-substitution program of 
industrial development and open its economy to the 
outside world. In this regard, the impact of Turgut 
Özal—first as economic czar where he drew on his 
years at the World Bank, then as Prime Minister in 
1983, and finally as President from 1989 until his 
death in 1993—cannot be overstated. He promoted 
foreign investment and trade, particularly with the 
wealthy Gulf States, creating closer ties with Turkey’s Muslim neighbors. These 
expanded contacts led to the publication of Islamic magazines and radio and television 
programming, as well as translation of classic works that ushered in a reappraisal of the 
role of Islam in public life.52   
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The Islamist Welfare Party gained a plurality of votes in national elections in 1995. Its 
popularity at the ballot box has been credited to its social welfare programs that filled a 
gap in Özal’s market-oriented economic reforms. The ascension of welfare party leader 
Necmettin Erbakan to head the coalition cabinet reflected how far the secular 
establishment had come in accepting Islamist participation in politics.  
 
Erbakan was driven from power in 1997, and the Welfare Party was banned on the 
grounds the republic’s constitutionally decreed secularism had been violated. The 
Islamist movement then split into two new parties, the moderates forming the Justice and 
Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi, AKP) and the hard-liners establishing 
the Happiness (Saadet) Party.53  

Recent Developments 
In the 2002 elections, Saadet only garnered 2.5% of the vote while the AKP won 35%, 
allowing it to form a single-party government. The secular establishment remains wary of 
gains by parties rooted in Islam.54 This was evident in April 2007, when Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan nominated his foreign minister, Abdullah Gül, to become the next 
president. Gül would replace a staunch secularist, Ahmet Necdet Sezer. Massive street 
demonstrations followed. The first round of voting in parliament was boycotted by the 
opposition.  
 
The army, which had removed three presidents and forced Turkey’s 
first Islamist Prime Minister from office, threatened to intervene. 
The generals, backed by Turkey’s Kemalist establishment, insisted 
that the president must be the guardian of the secular order.55 For 
them, Gül, an observant Muslim who had not climbed the ranks 
through either a military career or postings in the bureaucracy, 
lacked those qualifications.56 Perhaps to defuse the threat of a 
military coup, the constitutional court then cancelled the first-round 
vote, arguing that it lacked the necessary quorum.57 After an 
electoral sweep by the AKP in July 2007, which increased their 
numbers in parliament, Abdullah Gül became president.58  
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Gül is widely regarded as an effective foreign minister who laid the 
ground work for Turkey’s membership talks in the European Union 
(EU). Yet secularists viewed him with suspicion because of his 
prominent positions in two banned Islamic parties, as well as the 
fact that his wife wears a head scarf. She chose not to attend his 
swearing in ceremony. The issue will remain contentious, however, 
given that Turkish women are constitutionally barred from wearing 
head scarves in public buildings, presumably including the 
presidential palace, Çankaya Köşkü.59 Turkish secularism, it should 
be noted, was influenced by ideas drawn from the French 
Enlightenment, which viewed religion as an obstacle to progress 
and therefore not accorded a place in public life.60 Turks now face 
the task of forging a redefinition of secularism to include recognition of individual rights, 
as well as the rights of believers, rather than protecting the state from being co-opted by 
religious interests.  
 
Indeed, the conflict between secularism and individual rights was evident when President 
Gül amended the constitution to lift the head scarf ban for college campuses in February 
2008. Turkish women who opt to cover their hair in accordance with Islamic beliefs 
made the case that this restriction had prevented generations of devout females from 
enrolling in post-secondary educational institutions. Perhaps to appease those who did not 
welcome the change, the government decreed that only head scarves tied below the 
chin—a style Turks view as more traditional than Islamic—would be permissible.61 
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Turkey Timeline 
 
4th Century B.C.E. – Alexander the Great gains control over Anatolia, the section of 
present-day Turkey that is located on the Asian continent.  
 
1250 B.C.E – The armies of Troy and the Greeks fight in what becomes known as the 
Trojan War for control of the Straits of Dardanelles. 
 
11-1300 C.E. – Oghuz Turk nomads migrate into Anatolia and form numerous tribal 
communities.  
 
1288 C.E. – Osman Khan comes to power and establishes the territorial foundation for 
the Ottoman Empire by capturing the city of Bursa. To maintain his authority he engages 
in constant battle with Byzantine forces.  
 
1326-1359 – Osman’s son, Ar Khan, triples the size of the territory ruled by his father.  
 
1453 – Ottoman Sultan Mehmed captures the Byzantine capital, Constantinople, renames 
it Istanbul, and makes it the Ottoman capital.  
 
1520-1566 – The Ottoman Empire achieves the height of its authority under Sultan 
Suleyman the Magnificent. He presides over an empire that includes most of North 
Africa, most of Eastern Europe and all of the Middle East. 
  
1661-1676 – Ottomans face constant challenges and need to fend off European powers 
bent on territorial conquest. 
 
1681 – Ottomans are forced to cede control of Ukraine to Russia.  
 
1783 – Russia asserts control of Crimea. 
 
1826 – Elite troops (Janissaries) revolt against Sultan Mahmud II’s centralization of 
authority effort. Known as “the Auspicious Incident,” the Janissaries suffer massive 
casualties. Survivors face execution or banishment from the Empire. 
 
1832 – Ottoman authority erodes as Greeks achieve independence with European 
backing. Over the next century other parts of the Empire break off from Ottoman rule.   
 
1876 – Ottoman ruler Sultan Abdul Hamid enacts a new constitution and then suspends it 
to govern alone.  
 
1908 – A group known as the “Young Turks” seeks to restore constitutional authority as 
a means to create a stronger state.  
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1914-1918 – Ottomans side with Germany during World War I. As a result, they lose 
most of their territory. Parts of Anatolia are occupied by victorious foreign armies. 
 
1923 – Turkey is founded as a republic, with Ankara as its capital. Military hero, Mustafa 
Kemal, known as Atatürk, is named the President. 
 
1928 – Constitution is revised to remove Islam as the state religion. 
 
1938 – Atatürk, revered as Turkey’s founding father, dies in office.  
 
1939-1945 – Turkey remains officially neutral during World War II.  
 
1950 – Opposition Democratic Party wins in first multi-party election.  
 
1952 – Turkey becomes a member of NATO.  
 
1960 – Army stages coup against ruling Democratic Party.  
 
1974 – Turkey launches invasion of northern Cyprus where it maintains forces to defend 
the breakaway state.  
 
1980 – Military stages coup amidst mounting national unrest bordering on anarchy, and 
imposes martial law.  
 
1983 – Motherland Party wins general election, bringing Turgut Ozal, credited with 
reforming Turkey’s economy, into the government.  
 
1984 – Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) launches violent separatist campaign for 
independent state in southeastern Turkey bordering on Iraq.  
 
1995 – Turkey is admitted to EU customs union.  
 
2002 November – Islamist Justice and Development Party (AKP) wins control of 
government in a sweeping victory. Leadership pledges to uphold country’s secular 
principles.  
 
2003 March – Turkish parliament unexpectedly fails to approve legislation allowing 
U.S. forces to launch an attack on Iraq from Turkish soil. 
 
2003 Summer – In order to comply with EU full membership requirements, Turkish 
parliament passes legislation giving Kurds more cultural autonomy and reducing role of 
military in civil affairs.  
 
2004 December – Turkey signs protocol recognizing existence of Cyprus government, 
clearing the way to begin accession talks for full EU membership. 
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2007 April – Ruling AKP selects Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul, a conservative Muslim, 
as its candidate for President. His candidacy narrowly fails in Parliament.   
 
2007 Summer – AKP wins in parliamentary elections, giving the ruling party enough 
votes to make Gul President.  
 
2007 October – Ankara threatens to rescind U.S. use of Turkey as a transit point for war 
supplies if Congress passes resolution condemning Armenian genocide.  
 
2007 December – Turkey launches air strikes against PKK camps in Iraq.  
 
2008 February – Turkey launches second set of airstrikes against Kurdish rebels in Iraq. 
 
2008 February – Constitution is amended amidst public controversy to allow female 
college students to wear headscarves on public campuses.  
 



 27

Chapter 4 Economy 

Introduction 
Turkey has suffered its share of economic woes since the 1970s, when the oil crisis hit 
hard. The ramifications seriously destabilized Turkish society and saddled the country 
with a large external debt. President Özal, an economist, implemented a “structural 
adjustment program.”62 This program was intended to create incentives for market-led 
growth. Since then, Turkey has weathered periodic economic shocks, most recently in 
2001, when the exchange rate system collapsed and the economy contracted by 8.5%. 
This event forced the government to move from fixed to floating exchange rates as part 
of an International Monetary Fund (IMF) adjustment package.63 Economic growth is 
viewed as vital, not only to improve the living standards of the Turkish people, but to 
enable Turkey to become a member of the European Union (EU) on an equal footing 
with EU countries.64 

Banking 
Islamic banks are prohibited from charging interest, in accordance 
with Islamic law. As a result, making loans and providing dividends 
involve alternative forms of risk- and profit-sharing. These typically 
create a much closer relationship between borrowers and lenders. 
Given Turkey’s commitment to secularism since the republic was 
founded in 1923, Islamic banking was banned. Yet, for Turkey to 
be attractive as a place for petro-dollar rich Middle Eastern 
countries to invest, Islamic banking had to be legalized, something 
Özal promoted in the 1980s. 
 
The establishment of Islamic banks in Turkey worried secularists. 
Özal was nevertheless able to effect this change owing to the 
country’s dire economic straits. He argued that Islamic banking would have two 
beneficial effects: 1) economic expansion would result from devout Turkish Muslims’ 
ability to invest their capital without violating their religious beliefs; 2) economic ties 
with wealthy Middle Eastern nations would be facilitated. Over time, banks relied less on 
foreign deposits and more on Turkish Islamists who, in turn, have provided financial 
backing for Islamist political parties. 
 
Since 1983, Turkish Islamic Banks (referred to as Participation Banks) have become 
successful by any measure. In 2007, it was estimated that within a decade the assets of 
these institutions will exceed USD 25 billion, up from the current USD 8.5 billion, 

                                                 
62 The essential elements of a structural adjustment program are currency devaluation, lifting of import and 
export restrictions, balanced budgets, removal of price controls and a phasing out of public subsidies. 
63 Brown University. Özatay, Fatih and Güven Sak. “The 2000–2001 Financial Crisis in Turkey [p. 7, 14].” 
August 2002. http://www.econ.brown.edu/fac/Herschel_Grossman/courses/122readings/Ozatay&Sak.pdf 
64 BBC International News “Robust Economy Raises Turkey’s Hopes.” 2 November 2006. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/6103008.stm 
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comprising 10% of assets within the entire Turkish banking system.65 The system itself is 
preparing to become EU-compliant. This necessitates improving transparency and 
reducing government involvement, areas in which Turkey is making satisfactory 
progress.66 

Energy 
Although lacking in energy resources itself, Turkey 
has become an important transit point for transporting 
energy from the resource-rich Central Asian and 
Middle Eastern countries to end-users in the West. 
The Bosporus Strait, connecting the Black Sea to the 
Mediterranean, is a major link in the transportation 
infrastructure.67 The amount of oil shipped through 
the Strait was 60 million tons in 1996, which 
increased to 150 million tons by 2005. It is expected 
to rise to 190–200 million tons by 2009.68  
 
Logistically speaking, there is a limit to the amount of oil which can pass through the 
difficult-to-navigate Bosporus Strait.69 In addition, the potential risk of a spill in the 
Bosporus, which passes through Istanbul, has spurred the search to find other forms of 
transportation. Among various alternatives, the Turkish government is supporting the 
Baku–Tbilisi–Ceyhan bypass pipeline, which started delivering one million barrels of 
petroleum per day in July 2006.70  
 
Turkey is geographically positioned to become a Eurasian energy hub linking major 
Middle Eastern oil-producing countries and Caspian Sea suppliers with European 
consumer markets.71 The location would enable Turkey to earn higher transit fees from 

                                                 
65 Dinar Standard. Wouters, Paul. “Islamic Finance in Turkey.” 18 June 2007. 
http://www.dinarstandard.com/finance/IFinTurkey061507.htm 
66 College of Europe, Bruges European Economic Policy Briefings. Steinherr, Alfred, Tukel, Ali and Murat 
Ucer. “The Turkish Banking Sector: Challenges and Outlook in Transition to EU Membership.” December 
2004. http://www.coleurop.be/content/studyprogrammes/eco/publications/BEEPs/BEEP9.pdf 
67 Canadian Defence and Foreign Affairs Institute. Celik, Aliye and Leylac Nekin. “Turkey: Current and 
Future Political, Economic, and Security Trends.” December 2007. 
http://www.cdfai.org/PDF/Turkey%20Current%20and%20Future%20Political%20Economic%20and%20S
ecurity%20Trends.pdf 
68 European Union. “Turkey’s Energy Strategy [p. 2].” 2007. 
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/pdf/european_energy_policy/turkeys_energy_strategy_en.pdf   
69 Middle Eastern Review of International Affairs. Sasley, Brent. “Turkey’s Energy Politics in the Post-
Cold War Era.” November 1998. http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue4/jv2n4a4.html 
70 Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State. “Background Note: Turkey.” 
January 2008. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3432.htm 
71 Harvard University, Kennedy School of Government Belfer Center for International Studies. Ogutcu, 
Mehmet. “Turkey’s Energy Policies in the Context of Eurasian Geopolitics.” 2001. 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/12786/turkeys_energy_policies_in_the_context_of_eurasian
_geopolitics.html 
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end users.72 Ironically, Turkey’s ascension to the EU complicates these plans, given that 
the potential for handsome profits in energy heightens official corruption.  
 
In 2007, approximately 30% of Turkey’s energy requirements were being met by 
domestic sources, with the rest coming from a diverse portfolio of imports. Oil, around 
90% of which is imported, meets about 43% of Turkey’s national energy needs. In 2004, 
Parliament passed a petroleum market reform bill that allowed consumer prices to 
fluctuate in response to market signals. This set in motion the privatization of Turkey’s 
national refining company, TUPRAS, which was completed in 2005.73 

Foreign Investment 
While the Turkish government officially promotes foreign investment, there have 
historically been strong disincentives including high inflation, macroeconomic instability 
leading to abrupt currency fluctuations, and a formidable bureaucracy. In addition, laying 
off workers is difficult.74 As a result, investment levels have been below those of 
countries that do not present these types of obstacles to investors.75 Still, the trend is 
moving in a positive direction. In the first 11 months of 2007, Turkey attracted USD 16.6 
billion in foreign direct investment (FDI). The year 2008 is predicted to show a similar 
figure. This upswing in investment has been credited to the government’s commitment to 
pursuing a reform program.76  

Export Processing Zones 
Turkey has a long history of growing cotton for clothing since Ottoman times.77 More 
recently, cotton and the textile industry it produced have provided Turkey with the 
opportunity to participate in the international division of labor.78 The success of China in 
developing an export platform for textile manufacturing encouraged other countries, 
among them Turkey, to set up export processing zones (EPZ) modeled after China’s. The 
incentives are similar; there are no duties levied on materials imported. The incentive for 
a host government lies in the fact that zones provide jobs for surplus agricultural labor. 
One of the ways governments attract such investment is by waiving national labor laws 
and banning union organizing among EPZ workers, which leads to concern over working 
conditions. However, Turkey has become the site of an ambitious pilot project to end 
sweatshop businesses.79  
                                                 
72 Centre for European Reform. “Turkey’s Role in European Energy Security.” December 2007. 
http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/essay_turkey_energy_12dec07.pdf 
73 Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State. “Background Note: Turkey.” 
January 2008. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3432.htm 
74 Heritage Foundation. “2008 Index of Economic Freedom: Turkey.” 
http://www.heritage.org/index/country.cfm?id=Turkey 
75 Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. State Department. “Turkey: 2006 Investment Climate 
Statement.” http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/ifd/2006/62043.htm 
76 Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State. “Background Note: Turkey.” 
January 2008. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3432.htm 
77 Washington Times, Advertising Department. “Textile Industry Still Faces Barriers in the U.S. Market.” 5 
December 2000. http://www.internationalspecialreports.com/europe/00/turkey/22.html 
78 UNIDO. “South–South Initiative on Cotton: Country Examples.” http://www.unido.org/doc/85238 
79 Business Week. Bernstein, Aaron. “A Major Swipe at Sweatshops.” 23 May 2005. 
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/05_21/b3934103.htm 
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Turkey had little opportunity to establish itself before 
the textile quotas, known as the Multi-Fiber 
Agreement (MFA), expired. Originally enacted in 
1974 to allow industrialized countries the opportunity 
to adjust to textile imports, it limited each country to a 
specified amount. The MFA did little to prevent 
textile manufacturing from outsourcing, but it did 
ensure that business got spread around. Turkey and 
the United States attempted, unsuccessfully, to make 
a case to the World Trade Organization (WTO) that these quotas should be extended for 
another three years to enable other countries time to challenge China’s dominance.80 
Turkey’s membership in the EU’s Customs Union provided it with an assured market for 
its textiles only until the end of 2007, when EU restrictions on Chinese textiles expired.81  

Industry 
Turkey pursued an import-substitution82 industrialization strategy which was adopted 
during the Great Depression. Seeking to avoid dependence on the West, a development 
model based on self-reliance seemed attractive.83 Over time, however, this meant the 
industries were historically shielded from competition and enjoyed a protected domestic 
market. In 1980, when Özal promoted his economic reform package, imports were 
permitted without payment of duties on a number of products that were subsequently 
expanded. Today, Turkish-manufactured vehicles and vehicle parts are competitive in 
world markets. Vehicles are currently exported to Europe and the Middle East. In 2009, 
Ford expects to introduce a light van, manufactured at its Kocaeli plant near Istanbul, to 
the North American market.84  

                                                 
80 Jamestown Foundation. Hawkins, William. “The Geopolitical Challenge of Chinese Textile Exports.” 12 
April 2005. 
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Agriculture 
Turkey’s agriculture accounts for 8.9% of its GDP 
and 36% of labor.85 Wheat is the primary crop. In 
some regions, it is cultivated under inhospitable 
conditions, making farmers reliant on subsidies in 
order to do more than break even.86 Agricultural 
exports, which often receive government assistance, 
remain an economic mainstay and an important 
source of revenues. Among the exports are hazelnuts. 
Turkey accounts for approximately 80% of world 
production. Most of the hazelnuts are exported to the EU. Surplus harvests have led the 
government to promote consumption internally.87 Furthermore, Turkey is the third-largest 
tobacco exporter in the world.88 

Tourism 
Tourism in Turkey was heavily promoted by the Özal government. This resulted in a 
dramatic surge in the number of international visitors beginning in the 1980s.89 Tourists 
came not only from the West, but also from the Middle East. Between 1981 and 1986, 
revenues from tourism increased 215%.90 After the Soviet Union was disbanded in 1991, 
its former citizens gained the ability to travel and began to vacation in Turkey, which 
offers sand and sun, as well as winter sports facilities. Domestic terrorist incidents, 
principally bombings, have not had much impact on tourism since the perpetrators did not 
target areas frequented by visitors.91 By 2008, Turkey had become one of the world’s top 
ten tourist destinations. The government is actively seeking to increase the number of 
international visitors.92 
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Chapter 5 Society  

Ethnic Groups 
Sub-group identity has historically been viewed as threatening to the Turkish state, which 
was founded in 1923 in the wake of the collapse of the multi-ethnic Ottoman Empire. 
Nationalism is a basis for the modern republic’s legitimacy. The constitution provides a 
single-nationality designation for all Turkish citizens. Non-Turk ethnic minorities are not 
recognized and are therefore accorded no special status.93 However, demonstrated 
cultural autonomy for ethnic minorities is a requirement for membership in the European 
Union (EU). This stipulation has forced the Turkish government to confront the issue in 
order to come into compliance.94 
 
The primary minority group in Turkey is the Kurds. 
They number some 23–30 million worldwide. Half of 
that number resides in Turkey, where Kurds comprise 
approximately 20% of the population.95 Their historic 
homeland, Kurdistan, spanned a region that is located 
in what is now Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Syria. 
Relations with the Turkish government are strained.96 
Kurdish resistance to “Turkification” is strong. It is 
evident in both a peaceful effort to gain official 
recognition for Turkish Kurds’ basic civil rights and an armed insurgency led by those 
who seek to create a separate Kurdish state.97 Kurds were forbidden to speak Kurdish in 
schools and other government buildings until this prohibition was rescinded in 1991.98 
 
Another ethnic minority is the Laz, numbering 250,000.99 Their community straddles the 
border between Turkey and the Republic of Georgia. Originally Christians, the Laz have 
converted to Islam. The women are identifiable by their colorful red and maroon shawls. 
As with the Kurdish language, public usage of the Lazuri language was banned by the 
Turkish government until 1991. Lazuri was committed to a written form only recently.  
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Religion 
Ninety-nine percent Muslim, Turkey has officially been a secular society since the 
republic was established. This means no one is forced to participate in religious 
observances and Islamic attire is not permitted in government buildings. Until recently, 
there was a class dimension to religion in which the observants were considered 
uneducated villagers while the cosmopolitan urban middle class took great pride in their 
secular lifestyle. In particular, educated secular women typically express either contempt 
or bewilderment toward their counterparts who don head scarves. As long as women who 
wear head scarves filled low-status service sector jobs, however, they were not seen as a 
threat to the status quo. The two groups did not socialize, in large part because they had 
little in common. This has changed; there is now a visible urban middle class comprised 
of observant Muslims who adhere to the Islamic dress code in public. Women who wear 
head scarves in public are forced to endure taunts like “Go back to Iran” in places such as 
upscale shopping areas, where they did not formerly tread. 

Gender Issues 
The increasingly public face of Islam in Turkey has 
gender implications. While the Islamists see 
themselves as an oppressed minority seeking equal 
rights to public goods such as access to higher 
education. Secular women, however, view the 
prospect of creeping Islamization as inevitably 
diminishing their rights. The current president, 
Abdullah Gül, an observant Muslim, was introduced 
to his wife when he was 30 and she was just 14. “If 
you ask her, did she choose freely to wear the head scarf? She’d say ‘yes.’ What does that 
mean?” asked a concerned secular woman who questioned how much power a teenage 
bride had to make such choices.100  
 
After the constitutional amendment passed in Parliament, female university students won 
the right to wear head scarves on campus in February 2008. There was a fear that they 
would then push for this right to be extended to those who have obtained college degrees 
and pursue professions in the public sector.101 But, in early June 2008, the Turkish High 
Court reversed Parliament’s decision and reinstated the ban on head scarves. Few expect 
this will end the broader struggle between the Islamist-elected government and the 
country’s secularists to define Turkey’s future. 
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European Union accession hopes have had the perverse effect of helping the Islamists on 
the grounds that legal discrimination is not permitted among member states.102 Yet the 
policy does not address the issue which secular women are concerned about, namely the 
second-class status of women under Shari’a law. Many feel a showdown is now 
inevitable. 

Music 
Classical music (sanat) is a vibrant part of the Turkish music tradition. Like many other 
cultural legacies from the Ottoman period, classical music was viewed with suspicion and 
labeled “too Arab” after the Republic was established. It was not until the late 1970s that 
sanat was rehabilitated. Since then, a conservatory dedicated to training classical 
musicians was opened in Istanbul. 
 
To fill the musical void, indigenous Turkish folk music was heavily promoted. Not all 
folk music is accorded equal treatment, however. Anatolian-style lute (saz) music 
flourished under decades of official sponsorship via radio and state-run television 
programming. Other styles, such as those of Kurdish and Laz ethnic minorities, received 
far less public exposure.103 In the case of the latter, a Laz musician, who had performed 
publicly in the past, was denied airtime in 2005 after Lazuri was not included in an EU-
mandated official minority language list.104 

Literature 
A Turkish novelist, Orhan Pamuk, whose works have 
been widely translated, was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 2006. His writings, including the 
well-known My Name is Red and Snow, depict the 
cause and effect relationship between the Ottoman 
past and Turkish present, East versus West, and the 
role of Islam in a secular political order. These issues 
are at the center of Turkey’s path to future 
development.105  
 
When making the award, the Academy noted Pamuk’s willingness to take unpopular 
public stands. Specifically, his condemnation of the fatwa issued against fellow novelist 
Salman Rushdie, as well as his acknowledgment that his country is unable to come to 
terms with the massacre of one million Armenians by Ottoman forces during World War 
I. The latter resulted in legal proceedings against Pamuk on the grounds of “insulting 
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Turkishness.” The charges were later dropped on a technicality after international 
outcry.106  

Folklore 
Turkish folklore abounds with humor, satire, and flamboyant characters such as 
Nasreddin Hodja, who reputedly lived during the 13th century. His surname means both 
“imam” and “teacher.” Hodja personifies the common-sense wisdom and disarming 
candor of a folk philosopher by poking fun at the pretensions of others. His no-nonsense 
wit is evident in his responses. When he was asked where mourners should stand as a 
coffin is carried past during a funeral procession, he replies, “As long as you are not the 
one inside; it doesn't matter a jot!”107  
 
Both positive and negative examples of behavior are evident in the stories which 
entertain adults and instruct children. Though it has never been documented that Hodja 
was in fact a real person, he is ostensibly buried in his hometown of Aksehir. His grave 
continues to attract pilgrims. UNESCO proclaimed 1996 as “Nasreddin Hodja Year” in 
recognition of his immortalization in numerous tales.  

Dance 

Whirling Dervishes 
Commemorating the life of 13th century poet and 
Sufi mystic Rumi, the Whirling Dervishes perform in 
white robes and wear cone-shaped hats. The Sema 
ceremony, or spiritual rebirth, consists of seven parts. 
Each represents a person’s journey through the 
spiritual stages of human development, culminating in 
a union with the divine.108 Accompanied by drums, 
the entranced dancers chant and spin in graceful 
fashion, their arms held high. Established in Konya 
by Rumi himself, the Mevlevi order eventually spread to other parts of the Ottoman 
Empire.  
 
The order was outlawed after the Turkish Republic was founded, as was their whirling 
dance.109 In the 1950s, the Turkish government legalized the Mevlevi as an association 
rather than allowing it to operate as a religious group. The Whirling Dervishes are 
allowed to perform annually in Konya on 17 December, the anniversary of founder 
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Rumi’s death. This occasion attracts hundreds of pilgrims as well as tourists. Since 
legalization, the Whirling Dervishes have become a popular cultural export.110  

Oriental Dance 
Oriental Dance (oryantal dansi) is what Westerners call belly dancing.111 This well-
known form combines both erotic and symbolic elements in which the dancer 
demonstrates sophisticated pelvic movements while her feet remain on the ground. Props 
include snakes, swords, veils, and candles. These items were traditionally accorded 
supernatural as well as protective functions. 

Belly Dance 
One popular type of dance in Turkey is known as belly dance (gobek dansi)—a dance 
quite distinct from what is known as belly dancing in the West.112 Rather, it is a comic 
duet dance. One dancer is dressed as a male and the other a female, though both 
performers are male. The faces of the characters they portray are painted onto their 
abdomens. Large headdresses extend to just below the performers’ armpits. They conceal 
the dancers’ heads and arms, which are held up. The performers chase each other around 
the dance stage, rolling their stomachs to the tune of the fast music. 

Sports 

Cirit 
Cirit (javelin game) is part of the nomadic cavalry tradition designed to ready men and 
horses for battle. It became a sport in the 16th century under the Ottomans. In present-day 
Turkey, it has evolved into a game played between two teams of seven to ten men on 
horseback. Each man carries a wooden javelin, usually made of poplar wood to avoid 
serious injury.113 The opposing teams line up facing each other across a distance of about 
128 m (140 yds). The mock combat begins when one rider gallops across to the other side 
and throws his javelin down in front of one of the players. He then flees back to his own 
side with the rider he challenged in hot pursuit. That player needs to hit the challenger 
with his javelin before he crosses the safety line.  
 
In quick succession, each team member executes a series of similar passes, each lasting a 
matter of mere seconds. A hit counts for six points, while forcing an opponent’s horse to 
deviate from the shortest retreat route is worth three. Falling garners a three-point 
penalty, while striking an opponent’s horse instead of the rider results in disqualification 
from the game. Experienced players are able to avoid being hit by bending low, hanging 
off one side of the horse as it gallops back, or utilizing a number of maneuvers akin to 
Cossack vaulting. Bonus points are awarded to those who manage to catch the javelin 
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rather than being struck by it.114 The game is refereed by former players who have 
retired.  

Oil Wrestling 
Oil wrestling (Yaglı Gures) is a popular sport. 
Contestants are clad in tight trousers (kispet) that are 
made from animal skin and weigh 13 kg (28 lbs). In 
preparation for competition, wrestlers slather their 
bodies with olive oil. Before 1975, matches had no 
time limit. Now, there is a 40 minute time limit for 
each match. In contrast to other forms of wrestling, 
the match can be won by one wrestler securing hold 
of his opponent’s kispet.  
 
While oil wrestling is a national sport, the most famous tournament takes place annually 
in Edirne. It is said to be the oldest competition in the world, after the Olympics. The 
winner takes home a cash prize as well as lucrative product endorsement opportunities. 
To explain the roots of Turkish exuberance for oil wrestling, some point to the legendary 
wrestler (pehlivan) named Rostam, who repeatedly vanquished evil forces in 1065 B.C.E. 
Others credit Ottoman warriors who began wrestling to break the monotony of the long 
trek while en route to the conquest of the Dardanelles. The competition winnowed a 
group of forty strong down to only two. Neither was willing to yield so they continued to 
wrestle long into the night until finally, in the early hours of morning, they both 
succumbed to exhaustion and died. 115 

Coffee 
Coffee (kahve) was introduced to the ancestors of present-day Turks by Syrian traders in 
1555. Initially, coffee beans were consumed directly or crushed and mixed into food. 
Later, coffee was rendered into liquid form by fermenting beans. Out of this came 
elaborate preparation rituals which could require the services of as many as 40 people. 
Coffee is not a beverage that is served as an accompaniment to meals, not even at 
breakfast as in the West. 
 
During the Ottoman Empire, coffee was banned. Harsh penalties were meted out to 
coffee drinkers. Death by drowning was the prescribed punishment for repeat offenders. 
Drinking coffee came to be associated with dissident activity. Despite the draconian 
punishment, the ban made drinking coffee even more popular.116 It remains a staple item 
in social relations among adults. When meeting with others, whether for business or 
pleasure, the host always offers his guests a cup of coffee. No serious conversation 
transpires until coffee has been served.117  
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Chapter Six Security 

U.S.–Turkish Relations 

The Cold War Era 
The Republic of Turkey emerged from the wreckage of the 
Ottoman Empire after a war of independence had been waged 
against the outside powers which occupied it. At the time of 
independence in 1923, Turkey was a largely agrarian country with a 
citizenry who looked to their Islamic faith as the source of 
salvation. The country’s founding father Mustafa Kemal, later 
known as Atatürk, looked instead to the West for lessons on how to 
build a strong nation capable of resisting encroachment by 
neighbors bent on territorial expansion.118 Secularism was 
enshrined in the constitution to be safeguarded by a strong military.  
 
The prospect that communism might spread became a concern after 
World War II. Turkey’s westward orientation and geo-strategic location prompted 
Congress, under the urging of President Harry Truman, to designate the republic as 
eligible to receive U.S. special economic and military assistance. The Truman Doctrine 
made these provisions. They were intended to help Turkey, along with Greece, withstand 
the Soviet-supported rebels attempting to topple non-communist governments.119  
 
For Ankara, the Turkish seat of government, this represented a shift from the neutralist 
foreign policy vision of Atatürk to dependence on the Western alliance, particularly the 
U.S., to meet national security needs.120 Turkey became a member of NATO in 1952. 
This move left Ankara estranged from the Muslim world, although it was of major 
strategic value to the West. Turkey became the most important southern security flank in 
Europe, as well as a bulwark against Soviet expansion. 
 
In 1979, the Iranian Revolution toppled the secular government of Shah Reza Pahlavi, a 
longstanding U.S. ally in the Persian Gulf. This brought a Shiite fundamentalist 
government to power on Turkey’s border. As Islamic movements appeared in other 
Middle Eastern countries, Ankara remained steadfastly hostile to political Islam. This 
increased its value as an ally against the spread of an ideology hostile to the West, in 
general, and the U.S. in particular. After the USSR was disbanded in 1991, Turkey’s 
ethnic ties to the newly independent Turkic states of Central Asia added to its strategic 
importance from Washington’s perspective. So did the geopolitical prospects for making 
Turkey a transit hub for Caspian and Central Asian oil and natural gas.  
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The Post-9/11 New World Order 
The events of 11 September 2001 were criticized in Ankara. As a result, Washington 
expected Turkey to be an ally in the war on terror, to back U.S. military operations in its 
neighborhood, and to maintain its posture as a staunch symbol of anti-Islamic ideology.  
 
Yet it has not played out that way. Ankara was reluctant to support 
the U.S.-led liberation of Iraq, which it perceived as damaging 
Turkish interests. This was not due to any fondness for Saddam 
Hussein on the part of the Turks. Rather, it stemmed from concern 
over what the fall of the Saddam regime would mean to the Kurds 
living in both northern Iraq and Turkey. At the very least, Ankara 
feared it would incite Kurdish nationalism among the 20% of 
Turkish citizens that are ethnic Kurds. It was also almost certain to 
strengthen calls on both sides of the border for an independent 
Kurdistan.121 A March 2003 vote in the Turkish parliament to allow 
as many as 62,000 U.S. troops to stage an invasion of Iraq from 
Turkish soil narrowly failed to pass. This was not the outcome 
expected in Washington, and it left a lingering sense of ill will in both capitals.122 It also 
presented the prospect that Turkish domestic politics could again, in the future, disrupt 
CENTCOM’s ability to supply troops not only in Iraq, but Afghanistan as well.123  
 
In the autumn of 2007, an impending Congressional vote that would put the U.S. 
government on record as condemning the Armenian genocide in 1915 became a major 
irritant in bilateral relations. Ankara has invested a great deal of diplomatic capital in 
preventing such condemnations of an atrocity which had occurred on Turkish soil before 
the republic was founded. The issue generated much discussion within the U.S. over the 
value of such symbolic acts in redressing wrongs of the distant past. The prospect of such 
a vote prompted Ankara to threaten to rescind Washington’s transit privileges for 
essential military supplies, specifically 70% of air cargo and one third of its fuel, shipped 
through Turkey into northern Iraq.124 This was enough to dissuade many members of 
Congress, who had initially backed the bill, not to support it and put the matter to rest for 
the immediate future.  

Looking Ahead 
In November 2007, Turkey began its own invasion of Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq to 
clear out Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) camps which had been used to launch attacks 
inside Turkey. Ankara was dissatisfied over Washington’s lack of enthusiasm for routing 
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a paramilitary party which the U.S., along with the UN and EU, has declared to be a 
“terrorist organization.” Washington, for its part, has been reluctant to militarily engage 
the group in one of the only regions in Iraq that has been stable since Saddam’s 
government was toppled in 2003.125 The conflict, in short, put the U.S. in a difficult spot, 
pitting Turkey, a member of NATO and a long-standing ally, against Iraqi Kurds, its 
strongest local partner in the ongoing occupation of Iraq.126  
 
Ultimately, Washington offered Ankara intelligence and other types of assistance despite 
the risk of complicating prospects for political reconciliation between the various Iraqi 
factions.127 Having expressed reservations about the war at the outset, Turkey is now 
concerned about the implications of a precipitous U.S. troop withdrawal for regional 
stability.128  
 
The security problem posed by Kurdish militants in 
post-Saddam Iraq is symptomatic of a divergence in 
bilateral interests which can no longer be ignored. 
Simply put, Turkey, governed by an elected Islamist 
government since 2002, perceives Washington’s 
agenda as increasingly at odds with its own 
interests.129 It is unlikely relations will be restored to 
their former closeness as a result of a change of 
administrations in Washington. Turkey has 
established new openings to the Muslim world, Eurasia, Russia, and China that offer the 
prospect of alternative economic and security arrangement options.  

Relations with Neighboring Countries  

Russia 
After centuries of animosity, Russia has become the second-largest importer of Turkish 
goods after Germany. Turkey has invested over USD 10 billion into Russian construction 
projects. Moscow is Turkey’s primary energy supplier. It could become an important 
supplier of military hardware as well, providing Ankara with an alternative source to the 
West upon whom it has been reliant. The precedent was established in the mid 1990s, 
when Turkey became the first NATO country to purchase firearms and helicopters from 
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Russia. The transaction came about after Ankara was thwarted from making such 
purchases by Western governments, who were concerned that these goods would be used 
against Kurdish militants.130  

Armenia 
Differing historical narratives have long divided 
Armenians and Turks; the events of 1915 are a major 
sticking point. The true number of victims of what is 
commonly referred to outside of Turkey as 
“genocide” is unknown. Most impartial estimates peg 
the number between 800,000 to as many as 1.5 
million ethnic Armenian men, women and children 
sent to their deaths upon the orders of the ruling 
Ottoman government. The official Turkish position is 
that the casualties were simply the unfortunate victims of a chaotic civil war. Moreover, 
the government states only 300,000–600,000 Armenians perished, which is far fewer than 
Turkish victims of the war. While regrettable, Turkey believes the Armenians brought 
this upon themselves by collaborating with the Russians.131  
 
After Armenia gained independence in 1991, the creation of the Turkish-Armenian 
Reconciliation Commission, an unofficial organization, has spawned exchanges 
involving members of the respective business communities, women’s associations, youth 
organizations, parliamentarians, and regional government officials. In addition, the two 
countries have trade and air links. The politically powerful Armenian diaspora, or people 
living away from their homeland, number between four and five million. The diaspora is 
one of the primary factors preventing the two governments from further improvements in 
bilateral relations that would lead to normalization.132  

Syria 
Soon after founding of the Republic of Turkey in 1923, Turkish relations with Syria 
became tense and remained that way for many decades. The two countries came close to 
war on several occasions. The issues of contention include territory, identity, ideology, 
water, the Kurds, and Israel. Since 1998, however, relations have undergone a complete 
turnaround.133 Yet lingering uncertainty stems from Washington’s ongoing hostility to 
Syria. In 2005, Turkish President Ahmet Necdet Sezer, a staunch secularist, visited 
Damascus to meet with President Bashar al-Assad despite U.S. requests not to make the 
trip. 
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Iraq 
During the 1990s, Turkey was the anchor in the U.S. 
containment of Saddam Hussein’s regime. The 
unanticipated consequences of removing him from 
power and disbanding his army left both Turkish 
policymakers and the Turkish public unsure of when 
border stability could be restored. Turkey’s interests 
in Iraq are fourfold: 1) preventing sectarian division 
of the country that would create an autonomous 
Kurdish region and generate enthusiasm on the part of 
Turkish Kurds for a similar level of autonomy; 2) protecting Iraq’s 2.2 million Turkmen 
minority, which vies for control of the oil fields of northern Iraq; 3) eliminating the PKK 
that has sought refuge in Iraq; 4) thwarting a fundamentalist Islamist government from 
coming to power.134  
 
In obtaining these objectives, Ankara has a number of tools at its disposal. Aside from 
military power, Turkey’s control of the 965.6 km (600 mi) pipeline that carries oil from 
Kirkuk in northern Iraq to the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, affords it 
substantial economic leverage.135 Alternatively, a buffer zone could be established 
between the two countries. The fact that Ankara does not, and has never, recognized the 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) complicates communication. It declines to meet 
with its representatives in any official capacity.136  

Iran 
While ties between the theocratic republic and its secular Turkish counterpart have never 
been close, diplomats representing both governments are quick to point out there has 
been virtually no serious armed conflict between the two nations for centuries. The 
delicate balance of power, which has maintained the peace, could be jeopardized if Iran 
were to acquire nuclear weapons.137  
 
Yet, that is not the only consideration from Ankara’s perspective. Iran has become a 
source of oil and gas for Turkey, second only to Russia. To finance these energy 
purchases, Turkey needs to maintain its current level of exports to its largest neighbor. In 
this regard, Ankara views Washington’s policies as radicalizing and further isolating 
Tehran and unlikely to produce results that serve Turkey’s interests. Instead, Ankara has 
opted for engagement. To this end, Turkey has added Iran to the list of countries whose 
nationals can visit visa free. Iranian visitors now number a half million per year.138  
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The two governments are strategic competitors for influence in the Caucasus and Central 
Asia.139 The dismantling of the USSR created a power vacuum which both governments 
have sought to fill by promoting their own respective forms of government, as well as 
exploiting common ethno-linguistic ties.140 While competition exists, neither Turkey nor 
Iran has developed the type of influence that would serve as a counterweight to that of 
Russia.141 At stake, of course, is the control of energy resources.  

Azerbaijan 
Turkey’s most important relationship in the Caucasus 
is with Azerbaijan. Despite Azerbaijan’s Shi’ite 
majority, the two countries share a strong linguistic 
and cultural history. Yet the heart of their present-day 
relationship is economic. Turkish businesses have 
invested over USD 1.5 billion, mainly in conjunction 
with Western investments related to energy resources. 
The Baku–Tbilisi–Ceyhan pipeline links the two 
countries through Georgia. It provides Baku a means 
to market its oil outside of Russian control and Turkey the opportunity to earn transit 
fees. Turkish entrepreneurs are highly visible in Azerbaijan, as are Turkish products in 
the Azeri marketplace.  

Georgia 
After Georgia declared independence in 1991, Turkey immediately established 
diplomatic relations with the new government. A regional security agreement between 
Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Georgia in 2002 included a provision that Turkey would provide 
assistance to modernize the Marneuli airbase near the capital of Tbilisi. Turkey has also 
provided assistance in developing Georgia’s United Military Academy. Yet Ankara 
remains wary of forging closer security ties for fear of alienating Moscow, which does 
not wish to see Georgia join NATO. Bilateral trade and investment remain modest in 
comparison to that with Azerbaijan.  

Bulgaria 
Throughout most of the 20th century, bilateral relations between Turkey and Bulgaria 
focused on the rights of ethnic Turks in Bulgaria to retain their separate identity. This 
group comprises approximately 10% of Bulgaria’s population. Increasingly severe 
repression during the 1980s prompted 320,000 Turks to flee back to their homeland, 
overwhelming Turkey’s ability to assist them. This prompted a diplomatic crisis that 
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contributed to the fall of Bulgaria’s communist government.142 After elections were 
implemented in the 1990s, a Muslim party representing the interests of Turks in a 
Christian land has competed at the ballot box. Since then, relations have shifted in focus 
to emphasize economic cooperation. The low standard of living in Bulgaria is a reason 
for the continuing exodus of ethnic Turks to Turkey.143 

Greece 
Relations between Turkey and Greece have improved in the 21st century as a result of 
Athens’ decision not to oppose Turkey’s candidacy for full membership in the EU in 
1999. The sticking point remains the unresolved issue of Cyprus. Cyprus is inhabited by a 
Greek majority and a Turkish minority, which constitutes 20% of the population. The 
issue dates back to 1974, when the Greek majority expressed its desire to unify with 
Greece. This prompted Turkish troops to occupy the northeastern part of the island to 
protect this Turkish minority. In 1983, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus declared 
its independence, though to date it has only been recognized by Ankara.  
 
Cyprus is de facto partitioned into a Turkish Cypriot north and a Greek Cypriot south. 
Years of negotiations, including two UN-sponsored referendums held in 2004 on which 
the Turk and Greek Cypriots voted different ways, have failed to resolve a stalemate.144 
An UN-administered buffer zone with six cross points separates the two sides. In March 
2008 the Turkish government reiterated its commitment to keep troops on Cyprus “until a 
just and permanent peace is established there.”145  

International Organizations 

European Union  
In 1963, Turkey was admitted to the European Community (EC) as 
an associate member.146 Since then it has sought to upgrade its 
status to full member in what has become the EU, which has a 
stronger political identity than its predecessor. Accession talks 
began in 2005. Major stumbling blocks include Turkey’s 
unwillingness to develop transportation links with Cyprus, now an 
EU member. Greece brought the issue before the EU body when it 
successfully argued that progress in resolving the future of Cyprus 
should precede acceptance of Turkey as a full member. In addition, 
Turkey has not fulfilled the EU requirements for freedom of 
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expression, which is embodied in the political reform and rights of the Kurdish minority.  
 
The widespread suspicion among Turks is that Europeans are in fact apprehensive about 
a Muslim nation joining a Christian club. Though it has not been publicly acknowledged, 
there is some truth to this perception.147 One concern that is openly debated, however, is 
the potential impact of migration, given Turkey’s relatively underdeveloped economy 
and high rate of population growth. Full membership in the EU would provide Turkish 
nationals with the right to seek work anywhere in the Union. This prospect has also 
caused concern in member countries because Turkish immigrant communities (gurbet) 
have been slow to assimilate.  

NATO 
Turkey joined NATO in 1952. Among NATO 
members, it has the second largest military (after the 
Untied States). 148 In February 2003, a request for 
permission to bolster Turkish defenses in preparation 
for the Iraq War was rebuffed by France, Belgium, 
and Germany. This vote called NATO’s collective 
defense mandate into question. Turkey fields 1,200 
troops in Afghanistan, most of who are based in and 
around Kabul. Their impact is greater than their 
numbers; they are visible proof to the Afghanis that NATO is not a Christian organization 
seeking to make territorial inroads into the Muslim world.149 Requests that they be 
deployed to more dangerous regions of Afghanistan have been rebuffed by Ankara.  

Terrorist Organization 

Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) 
Political parties attempting to represent Kurdish interests have been repeatedly banned in 
Turkey. The left-leaning and secular PKK, which had no interest in operating within the 
political system, launched its armed struggle in 1984. Its avowed aim was and is ending 
ethnic repression of the Kurds by establishing “Greater Kurdistan.” This independent 
state would encompass territory in Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria. The Turkish government 
responded by declaring a state of emergency in the Kurdish areas of southeastern Turkey, 
enforced through a military crackdown. Up to 30,000 people died in the ensuing 
conflict.150 Some 3,000 Kurdish villages were destroyed, creating approximately two 
million refugees.151 
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A military setback in 1999 prompted the PKK to retreat 100 km (62 mi) into northern 
Iraq’s Qandil Mountains. After a five-year moratorium on violence, the PKK resumed its 
campaign in 2004 with a two-pronged strategy: promoting rural unrest in eastern Turkey, 
and planting bombs in western Turkish cities, where it established a chain of regional 
commanders.152 Public pressure mounted on the Turkish government to respond, 
particularly after PKK rebels killed 13 Turkish soldiers near the border. In November 
2007, Ankara responded with a brief attack inside Iraq.  
 
In March 2008, after a second cross-border ground 
offensive carried out by 10,000 Turkish troops 
penetrated 15 km (10 mi) into Iraqi territory, Turkey 
called on the PKK to lay down its arms.153 While this 
is unlikely, the Turkish assault will probably force the 
People’s Defense Forces (HPG), the military branch 
of the PKK, to retreat from deployments so close to 
the border.154 The actual number of Kurdish fighters 
is in dispute. The PKK claims 2,500 fighters in Iraq. 
Outside estimates place the number closer to 500.155 
 
If the threat posed by the PKK in Turkey is declining, it is probably less the result of 
military action than of EU accession-induced reforms, which have afforded Turkish 
Kurds peaceful alternatives for achieving some degree of cultural autonomy. In addition, 
the elected Islamist government in Ankara has tried to win over “hearts and minds” by 
investing in the impoverished region and appealing to the conservative Kurds through the 
slogan “We’re all Muslims.”156 Few Turkish Kurds wish to return to the days when the 
PKK insurgency was battling the Turkish armed forces.  
 
Ankara has long claimed that the PKK finances its activities through drug smuggling, 
human trafficking, and robbery. Some dismissed the smuggling claims as an effort to get 
European governments more interested in fighting the group and apprehending members 
believed to be in Europe. Evidence does support the claim that the PKK is involved in the 
lucrative transcontinental heroin trade.157 
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Military and Police Structure 

Turkish Armed Forces 
The constitution stipulates that it is the duty of every 
Turk to defend his homeland. The Army has 500,000 
personnel spread between four armies and ten army 
corps. The Air Force has 60,000 manning two tactical 
Air Commands, one transport command and one air 
training command. The Navy has 64,000 sailors.158 
These numbers are maintained through a draft. 
Women can volunteer for a limited range of positions. 
The high cost of maintaining the Turkish military is 
justified on the grounds that a force of this size is needed to secure the nation’s borders as 
well as defend against external and internal enemies. 
 
The relationship of the armed forces with Turkey’s civilian leadership, as well as society 
in general, is an anomaly. The military has a history of involvement in domestic politics 
and has initiated the ouster of several democratically elected leaders, yet polls reveal the 
military to be the country’s most trusted institution.159  
 
EU membership, however, requires changes. The military has accepted these adjustments 
despite the foreseeable loss of power. Specifically, the armed forces should be 
accountable to the Minister of Defense rather than the Prime Minister, this being in line 
with the hierarchy of authority in other member countries.160 In addition, the National 
Security Council (NSC), a body used to influence government policy in accordance with 
military wishes, was stripped of its executive powers and reconfigured as an advisory 
board.  

Internal Security 
The Turkish government departments that have responsibility for monitoring terrorist 
groups and preventing attacks include the Directorate General of Security, the Turkish 
National Police, the Gendarmerie General Command, the Coast Guard Command, and 
the National Intelligence Agency.161 The police are organized in a centralized structure 
under the authority of the Ministry of the Interior, which answers to the ruling party. This 
setup is defended on the grounds that it affords the best response to the problems of 
terrorism, unrest and drug trafficking.162 The powers of the Turkish police have been 
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criticized for human rights abuses, including allegations of torture, which the government 
has attempted to address through independent monitoring.163 Here, too, EU accession 
provides impetus to demonstrate that the rights of detainees are protected.  
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